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We have enabled closed captioning and live transcription for this

event. To access these features, click the “CC (close captioned) Live

Transcript” box at the bottom of your screen, then choose the

option to either show closed captioning subtitles at the bottom of

the screen or view a live transcript on the right of your monitor. You

can also click “subtitle settings” to adjust the font type and size. 

Closed Captioning Available

Using the Chat and Q&A Features

 

There is limited chat availability for this event. If you have technical

questions or issues during the event, please use the chat box to

direct those questions to our event staff.

 

Later in the program, we will be hosting a conversation between our

Executive Director Tara Romano and Lizz Winstead, founder of

Abortion Access Front. Afterward, we will have a few minutes to take

your questions for Lizz and Tara.  Please share any questions you may

have in the box designated “Q&A,” and we will answer as many

questions as we can. 

We're so happy you're here! 

We are delighted to welcome you to the 10th Annual

Spring into Action Gala! We hope that you'll not only enjoy

the amazing program, but that when it ends, you'll have a

better understanding of NARAL Pro-Choice North

Carolina's work and a renewed belief in the fact that

together, we can make true reproductive freedom a

reality in our state! 
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Welcome

Poem: "Light"

Why I support NARAL NC

About Susan Hill

Susan Hill Award Presentation

Remarks

 

Partnering with NARAL NC

What we do: CPCs

Why I support NARAL NC

Thank you

Partnering with NARAL Pro-Choice NC

Musical Selection: "Bonnie Lou"

A Conversation with Lizz Winstead

What we do: Relevance and Urgent Need

Jill Sergison

 

Jaki Shelton Green

 

Latoya Brooks-Key

 

Trude Bennet

 

Tara Romano

 

Monroe Gilmour, Jr.

 

Rep. Julie Von Haefen

 

Sarah Canady

 

Amy Bryant

 

Jordin Dickerson

 

Gloria De Los Santos

 

Dulci Ellenberger

 

Tara Romano

 

Margaret Crites



NARAL Pro-Choice North Carolina Staff

NARAL Pro-Choice North Carolina Board

NARAL Pro-Choice North Carolina Foundation Board

NARAL Pro-Choice North Carolina works across the state to galvanize North Carolinians to actively

promote reproductive freedom and reproductive justice. We seek access to quality reproductive

healthcare—including abortion—that is fully and equitably accessible to every North Carolinian. Our

mission is to ensure support for all women, femmes, and gender non-conforming people in

whatever reproductive health decisions they make for themselves; including decisions about

preventing pregnancy, bearing healthy children, and choosing abortion. 

We advance this mission through grassroots and grasstops advocacy, community education,

independent research, and civic engagement. We educate communities about the impact that

restrictive reproductive health care policies and oppressive societal norms have on people,

particularly marginalized communities. We also work closely with state and local policymakers to

defend reproductive freedom and to advance policies and programs that expand equitable access

to reproductive choices. 

As a bold advocates for abortion access, we work to ensure reproductive rights, health, and

justice issues are an integral part of the broader North Carolina progressive movement. We partner

with independent abortion providers in the state to bring their crucial voices to the movement. We

envision a progressive movement that includes diverse organizations creating a permanent space

for reproductive justice on their platforms, whether they focus primarily on healthcare access,

economic justice, LGBTQ equality, civil rights, racial equity, or freedom from violence. 

Margaret Crites, Chair

Sarah Cannady, Immediate Past Chair

Jill Sergison

Latoya Brooks, Ph.D., MSW, Chair

Lisa Levenstein, Ph.D., Immediate Past Chair

Jordin Dickerson

Geoff Green, Treasurer

Trude Bennett, Secretary

Valerie Ann Johnson, Ph.D.
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Tara Romano, MS, MPH

Executive Director

Toni Curry

Development Director

Lynne Walter, MSW

Advocacy and

Organizing Manager

About Us



The Susan Hill Award

Susan Hill was committed to providing safe, affordable, and

compassionate reproductive health care to women and families. For

decades she remained a valiant supporter of reproductive freedom,

even in the face of life-threatening adversity. 

With the support of Susan’s family, the Spring into Action Gala was

created to honor Susan’s memory and to uphold her commitment to

reproductive health care access for all North Carolinians.

Tonight, we honor Susan’s legacy and renew our resolve to uphold her

promise to be present and to continue the fight to make true

reproductive freedom a reality for all North Carolinians.

The Susan Hill Award is presented to a North Carolina

individual or organization with a demonstrated

commitment to reproductive freedom.  Honorees

exemplify the qualities for which Susan will always be

remembered: Work in the field of reproductive choice,

courageous action in light of community opposition,

education on the importance of reproductive justice,

and influencing policy to safeguard and promote

reproductive autonomy.  

We are pleased to present the 2021 Susan Hill Award

to Monroe Gilmour Jr. 
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Susan Hill and the Spring into Action Gala



Monroe Gilmour, Jr.
Monroe's been a community organizer in western North

Carolina for nearly 35 years. He serves as Coordinator for WNC

Citizens Ending Institutional Bigotry, which works with victims

of hate activity, monitors regional hate groups, and

encourages institutions to be intentional about diversity. With

WNCCEIB, Monroe coordinated clinic escorts at Femcare and

continues volunteering at Planned Parenthood. He also

convened the Blue Moon Group, an abortion dialogue group

that brought together people on both sides of the issue to

lessen the chance of violence in Asheville and get to know

each other as community citizens.
 

In the 90s, a former Mission Hospital nurse and Monroe created

a group of Black and white leaders to challenge Mission on its

lack of diversity and culture that diminished people of color.

Community Friends for Corporate Responsibility persuaded

Mission to create a Diversity Committee, become intentional in

hiring people of color for RNs and other staff, and create a

Diversity Officer position. CFCR met with Mission's executive

leadership for several years and then became part of Mission's

Diversity Committee. 
 

Monroe grew up in Charlotte, graduated from Davidson

College, was in the Peace Corps for three years in India, and

has an MBA from Willamette University. He also worked for

CARE, managing nutrition and development projects in Lesotho

and India, as Deputy Country Director in charge of

administration, finance, and personnel.
 

Monroe has received various awards, such as the

Asheville/Buncombe County Dr. MLK Service Award, Z. Smith

Reynolds Foundation's statewide personal service award, the

Dr. Marketta Laurila Free Speech Award, the Human Rights

Award from the Ba Ha'i community of Asheville, and the

Davidson Alumni Association's Community Service Award. 

 

Monroe met Fern Martin in Lesotho, where they married in 1980.

Fern is an RN and FNP. They have three adult children, David,

Aaron, and Sarah.

2021 Susan Hill Awardee 
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As co-creator and former head writer of  "The Daily Show"  and co-

founder of "Air America Radio," comedian Lizz Winstead has helped

change the very landscape of how people get their news. Winstead is

not only a writer and creator; she was also a correspondent on  The

Daily Show  and co-hosted a mid-morning radio show,  "Unfiltered," with

Chuck D and Rachel Maddow.

Though still an active stand-up comedienne, Lizz spends most of her

time at the helm of Abortion Access Front and Abortion Access Force,

a reproductive rights organization she founded in 2015. The

organization uses humor and outrage to expose anti-choice hypocrisy

and mobilizes people to take action in all 50 states.

Known as one of the top political satirists in America, Winstead has

been recognized by several major media outlets, including "The New

York Times," "The Washington Post," and "O Magazine." She was also

named one of "Entertainment Weekly’s"  100 Most Creative People. 

Featured Guest
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Jaki Shelton Green

Jaki Shelton Green is the

first African American and

third woman to be appointed

as the North Carolina Poet

Laureate. When he

appointed her in 2018,

Governor Cooper stated

that “Jaki Shelton Green

brings a deep appreciation

of our state’s diverse

communities to her role as

an ambassador of North

Carolina literature. Jaki’s

appointment is a wonderful

new chapter in North

Carolina’s rich literary

history.”

Dulci Ellenberger

Dulci’s songwriting is

thoughtful and provocative,

and her clear and soaring

vocal melodies have a

nostalgic air, bound to

affect the listener. Locally

and regionally, Dulci can be

found featuring her original

songs and playing rhythm

guitar with Asheville

favorites Sweet Claudette

and The Moon and You. She

also often joins nationally

touring, powerhouse rock

band Holy Ghost Tent

Revival.

Special Guests
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About CPCs

About Clinic Defense

Reproductive freedom is the essential right of EVERY person to plan their

future and control their destiny. 

Securing our reproductive freedom means expanding access to abortion

and affordable contraception, protecting pregnant people from

workplace discrimination and supporting working parents by guaranteeing

paid family leave. Visit our website to learn more about our core issues:
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https://prochoicenc.org/issues/

https://prochoicenc.org/issues/anti-abortion-violence/

https://prochoicenc.org/fake-womens-health-centers/

 

Harassment of abortion clinic patients, staff, and volunteers has escalated at almost every

North Carolina clinic in recent years. The inflammatory and harmful rhetoric at the legislative

and political level has real-life consequences, which we often see playing out in front of clinics

as protesters gather—in increasing numbers and with escalating intensity—to scream at, film,

harass, intimidate, coerce, threaten, and block patients and staff from accessing the clinic

to either obtain or provide care. 

This harassment and escalating threats of violence are rooted in racist and misogynistic

beliefs, stereotypes, and ideologies. People deserve to access the healthcare they need—

including abortion care—with dignity and safety. The community of abortion rights advocates

has been providing patient safety and clinic defense for decades, and we are committed to

working with partners in this community and others to reimagine what safety in accessing

abortion care looks like.

Anti-abortion fake clinics, also known as "crisis pregnancy centers" (CPCs), have a long

history as a tactic in the anti-abortion movement designed to both directly impede

patients' access to abortion and to spread political and often overtly conservative

religious messages against sexual and reproductive rights, health, and freedom. 

Established soon after the 1973 "Roe v. Wade "Supreme Court decision, about 4,000 of

these fake clinics now exist across the United States. There are over 110 in North Carolina,

and they have received increasing amounts of tax dollars since 2011. Designed to draw in

people with limited access to quality reproductive health care—people of lower income,

students, rural residents, and those in LGBTQ and immigrant communities—these fake

clinics often spread medically inaccurate information about abortion, pregnancy, and

contraception while also perpetuating stigma and shame around personal decisions

involving pre-marital sex, abortion, LGBTQ relationships, and single parenthood. 

At NARAL Pro-Choice NC, we recognize these fake clinics as a direct threat to

reproductive freedom for all, a public health hazard, and a continuation of the exploitation

of marginalized communities in an effort to score political victories for reproductive

oppression.



Throughout our long history, NARAL Pro-Choice North Carolina has been an advocate

and a voice for the vast majority of North Carolinians who believe individuals, not

politicians, should make their own reproductive health care decisions. Our supporters

are people of all ages and come from all walks of life. Still, we share the common

belief in every person's right to control their own body so that they may also control

their own destiny. 

This evening, we reaffirm our commitment to protecting and expanding reproductive

rights by advocating for policies that promote access to comprehensive

reproductive health care and aggressively mobilizing North Carolinians to defeat

legislation that will restrict access to that care. 

The coming year promises immense challenges: We are already fighting back against

two anti-abortion bills moving through the NC General Assembly, and just this week,

the U.S. Supreme Court decided to hear a case that strikes at the heart of the

protections "Roe v. Wade"  provides. The Court's decision, expected in June 2022,

could change the landscape of abortion care as we know it. The clock is ticking!

Now, more than ever, it is imperative we make North Carolina a state where

everyone can access the abortion care they need, without stigma and without

barriers.

We're ready to take on this hard work, but we can't do it without friends like you. 

Your continued partnership makes all that we do possible. On behalf of the NARAL

Pro-Choice North Carolina staff, Board members, and North Carolinians from the

mountains to the coast, I sincerely thank you for your generous and unwavering

support tonight and throughout the year.

In solidarity, 

Tara Romano, MS, MPH

Executive Director

Thank You!
The 10th Annual 

Gala

Get involved! https://prochoicenc.org/take-action/

Whether you have five hours each week or five hours each year, consider

sharing your time and talents to make true reproductive freedom a reality in

North Carolina!


